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NPDES Inspection Summary 


Facility: Soap Creek Associates 


Permit#: MT0023I83 


Inspection Date: July 9,2013 


Inspectors: David Rise, EPA, Montana Office 
Brandon GoodLuck, Crow Environmental Protection 


Contacts: John Foster, Jason Foster 


Address: POB 107 
St. Xavier, MT 59075 
406.666.2325 


Location: N 45.27253° latitude W 107.77855° longitude; south of St. Xavier on 
Soap Creek Road. 


On July 9,2013,1 went to the Soap Creek Associates oil field with Mr. Brandon GoodLuck of 
the Crow Environmental Protection Program office to conduct a permit compliance inspection. 
On arrival we met Mr. John Foster and Mr. Jason Foster at the shop building introduced 
ourselves and I presented my inspector credentials and explained the purpose of our visit. 


Records Review 
I began the inspection with a review of permit-required records. Mr. Jason Foster provided the 
records he keeps in the shop office. Mr. Foster keeps the permit-required records in a notebook, v 


divided into sections for permit and SOB, DMRs, WET testing and O&M. On looking at the 
records I found them to be complete and up to date and extending back the three years required 
by the permit. Mr. Foster said the WET testing interval had been changed since the permit was 
issued and showed me the letter from EPA to him changing the testing interval. The records 
notebook also contains notes and copies of emails documenting contacts with EPA about permit 
questions. 


Site Review 
After completing the records section of the inspection Mr. John Foster along with Mr. Jason 
Foster drove us around the site, explaining how the oil production and water separation worked 
at their site. The Soap Creek facility pumps oil from several leases and each lease has a storage 
tank. Oil is processed through a series of treatment vessels to separate the oil and water. The 
produced water is cascaded down a long sluice box like device, which aerates the water and 
promotes evaporation of volatile hydrocarbon compounds. The produced water goes in to ponds 
where additional final hydrocarbon separation occurs. Birds are kept out of the water ponds with 
a series of cans suspended on wires strung at intervals across each pond. The separated water 
discharges into Soap Creek. Mr. John Foster said Soap Creek can get low in the summer but 
always flows. I ended the inspection, telling Mr. Foster when to expect a copy of the report and 
we left the site. 
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NPDES Inspection Summary 


David Rise July 30, 2013 
US EPA 
Montana Office 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 


Washington, O.C. 20460 


NPDES Compliance Inspection Report 


Form Approved 


OMB No. 2040-0003 


Approval Expires 7-31-85 


Section At National Data System Coding 


Transaction Code NPDES yr/mo/day Inspec. Type Inspector Fac Type 


5 3 It 12 17 18 19 20 


N 2 M T 0 0 2 3 1 8 3 1 3 0 7 0 9 C / R 2 


Remarks 


Inspection Work Days 81 QA 


67 69 


Facility Evaluation Rating 


70 [ 5 | 71 | N | 72 | N [ 73 


-Reserved-


74 75 80 


Section 8: Facility Data 


Name and Location of Facility Inspected (For industrial users discharging to POTW, 


also include POTW name and NPDES permit number) 


Soap Creek oil field production water treatment and discharge site. 


Entry Time /Date 


1550-07/09/13 


Permit Effective Date Name and Location of Facility Inspected (For industrial users discharging to POTW, 


also include POTW name and NPDES permit number) 


Soap Creek oil field production water treatment and discharge site. 
Exit Time/Date 


1645-07/09/13 


Permit Expiration Date 


Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s)/Title(s)/Phone and Fax Number(s) 


John Foster, Manager: Jason Foster, Engineer. 406.666.2325 


Other Facility Data 


N 45.27253 Lat. 


W 107.77855 Lon. 
Name, Address of Responsible Offictal/Title/Phone and Fax Number 


John Foster, PO Box 107, St. Xavier, MT 59075 Contacted 


Yes | X | No | | 


Other Facility Data 


N 45.27253 Lat. 


W 107.77855 Lon. 


Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection 


(S = Satisfactory, M - Marginal, U - Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated) 


s Operations & Maintenance N CSO/SSO 


N Sludge Handling/Disposal N Pollution Prevention 


N Pretreatment N Multimedia 


N Storm Water Other: 


Permit 


Records/Reports 


Facility Site Review 


Effluent/Receiving Waters 


Flow Measurement 


Self-Monitoring Program 


Compliance Schedules 


Laboratory 


Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets If necessary) 


See attached Inspection narrative. 


Name(s) and Slgnature(s) of Inspector's) Agency/OfficB/Telephone/Fax Date 


David Rise US EPA Montana Office August 5, 2013 


10 West 15* St., Suite 3200 


Helena, MT 59626 


^ ' • ^ i - ) ^ / V \ \ 406-457-5012/406-457-5055 (fax) 







INSTRUCTIONS 


Section A: National Data System Coding (i.e., PCS) 


Column 1: Transaction Code: Use N, C, or D for New, Change, or Delete. All inspections will be new unless there is an error in the data entered. 


Columns 3-11: NPDES Permit No. Enter the facility's NPDES permit number. (Use the Remarks columns to record the State permit number, if necessary.) 


Columns 12-17: Inspection Date. Insert the date entry was made into the facility. Use the year/month/day format (e.g., 94/06/30 = June 30, 1994). 


Column 18: Inspection Type. Use one of the codes listed below to describe the type of inspection: 


A Performance Audit 


B Compliance Biomonitoring 


C Compliance Evaluation (non-sampling) 


D Diagnostic 


F Preireatment Follow-up 


G Preireatment Audit 


H Compliance Assistance 


I Industrial User (IU) Inspection 


J Complaints / 


M Multimedia 


O Compliance Evaluation (Oversight) 


P Pretreatment Compliance Inspection 


R Reconnaissance 


S Compliance Sampling 


T Field Audit Inspections 


u 1U Inspection with Preireatment Audi 8 Pollution Prevention 
X Toxics Inspection i Pretreatment Compliance (Oversight) 


z Sludge - Biosolids @ Follow-up 


# Comhined Sewer Overflow • Sampling 1 Storm Walcr-Consiniction-Sampling 


$ Combined Sewer Overflow - Non-sampling 1 Storm Waler- Construction-Non sampling 


% Sanitary Sewer Overflow - Sampling / Storm Wiiier-Non-Consiruetion-Siimpling 


& Sanitary Sewer Overflow - Non-sampling \ Storm Waler-Non-Compliance-Non-Sampling 
A CAFO - Sampling « Storm Water - MS4 - Sampling 


= CAFO - Non-sampling - Slorm Water - MS4 • Non-Sampling 
2 1U Sampling Inspection > Storm Water- MS4-Audit 
3 1U Non-Sampling Inspection 
4 IU Toxics Inspection 
5 IU Sampling Inspection with Pretreatment 
6 IU Non-Sampling Inspection with Pretreatment 


- 7 IU Toxics wilh Pretreatment 


Column 19: Inspector Code. Use one of the codes listed below to describe the lead agency in the inspection 
A C Stale (Conlractor) 
B C EPA (Contractor) 
E C Corps of Engineers 
J C Joint EPA/Slate InspeclorscEPA Lead 
L C Local Health Department (State) 
N C NEIC Inspectors 


O C Other Inspectors, EPA (Specify in Remarks columns) 
P C Other Inspectors, State (Specify in Remarks columns) 
R C EPA Regional Inspector 
S C State Inspector 
T C Joint State/EPA InspectorsCState lead 


Column 20: Facility Type. Use one of the codes below to describe the facility. 


1 c Municipal. Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTWs) with 1987 Standard Industrial Code (SIC) 4952. 
2 C Industrial. Other than municipal, agricultural, and Federal facilities. 
3 C Agricultural. Facilities classified with 1987 SIC 0111 lo 0971. 
4 c Federal. Facilities identified as Federal by the EPA Regional Office. 


Column!! 21-66: Remarks. These columns are reserved for remarks at the discretion of the Region. 


Columns 67-69: Inspection Work Days. Estimate the total work effort (to the nearest 0.1 work day), up lo 99.9 days, that were used to complete the inspection and submit a QA 
reviewed report of findings. This estimate includes the accumulative effort of all participating inspectors; any effort for laboratory analyses, testing, and remote sensing; and the billed 
payroll time for travel and pre and post inspection preparation. This estimate does not require detailed documentation. 


Column 70: Facility Evaluation Rating. Use information gathered during the inspection (regardless of inspection type) lo evaluate the quality of the facility self-monitoring program 
Grade the program using a scale of 1 to 5 with a score of 5 being used for very reliable self-monitoring programs, 3 being satisfactory, and I being used for very unreliable programs. 


Column 71: Biomonitoring Information. Enter D for static testing. Enter F for flow through testing. Enter N for no biomonitoring. 


Column 72: Quality Assurance Data Inspection. Enter Q if the inspection was conducted as followup on quality assurance sample results. Enter N otherwise. 


Columns 73-80: These columns are reserved for regionally defined information. 


Section B: Facility Data 
This section is self-explanatory except for "Olher Facility Data," which may include new information not in the permit or PCS (e.g., new outfalls, names of receiving waters, new 
ownership, and other updates to the record). 


Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection 
Check only those areas evaluated by marking the appropriate box. Use Section D and additional sheets as necessary. Support the findings, is necessary, in a brief narrative report. Use 
the headings given on the report form (e.g.. Permit, Records/Reports) when discussing the areas evaluated during the inspection. The heading marked "Multimedia" may indicate medias 
such as CAA, RCRA, and TSCA. 


Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments 
Briefly summarize the inspection findings. This summary should abstract the pertinent inspection findings, not replace the narrative report. Reference a list of attachments, such as 
completed checklists taken from the NPDES Compliance Inspection Manuals and preireatment guidance documents, including effluent data when sampling has been done. Use extra 
sheets as necessary. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE 


FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 W. 15 , h STREET, SUITE 3200 
HELENA, MONTANA 59626 


Ref: 8MO 


Augusts, 2013 


Soap Creek Associates 
Attn John Foster 
PO Box 107 
St Xavier, MT 59075 


RE: Soap Creek Associates Oil Field Inspection; Permit Number MT0023183 


Dear Mr. Foster: 


On July 9,2013, Mr. Brandon GoodLuck and I conducted a compliance inspection of the 
Soap Creek Associates oil field on Soap Creek Road south of St. Xavier. Copies of the 
inspection notes, inspection summary report and EPA Form 3560 are enclosed for your records. 


If you have questions concerning the inspection, please contact me at (406) 457-5012 or 
by email at rise.david@epa.gov. 


Sincerely, . , 


David Rise, Inspector 
NPDES Program 


Enclosures 


cc: Connie Howe, Crow Tribe Environmental Protection Office 
Tammi Linton, Soap Creek Associates 
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Test# L C 5 0 % TUa Pass/Fail Species Date 
1 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 7/16/07 
1 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 7/16/07 
2 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 6/12/06 
2 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 6/12/06 
3 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 5/24/05 
3 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 5/24/05 
4 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 5/10/04 
4 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 5/10/04 
5 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 6/3/03 
5 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 6/3/03 
6 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 5/16/02 
6 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 5/16/02 
7 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 6/5/01 
7 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 6/5/01 
8 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 6/7/00 
8 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 6/7/00 
9 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 6/5/99 
9 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 6/5/99 
10 >100 <1.0 P P. promelas 5/20/98 
10 >100 <1.0 P C. dubia 5/20/98 
11 >100 a. P C. dubia 6/22/97 
11 >100 a. P P. promelas 6/22/97 


a. No TU a indicated anywhere on WET reporting format. 







UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE 


FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 W. 15 t h STREET, SUITE 3200 
HELENA, MONTANA 59626 


March 21,2008 


U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF NPDES PERMIT 


PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE 


The purpose of this notice is to state EPA's intention to issue a National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) discharge permit under the authority of Section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act. 


PERMIT INFORMATION 


The following facility is located in Big Horn County and within the exterior boundaries 
of the Crow Reservation: 


PERMITTEE NAME: Soap Creek Associates 


MAILING ADDRESS: 1365 Forest Park Circle, Suite 203 


Lafayette, CO 80026 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: (303) 444-5252 


NPDES PERMIT NUMBER: MT0023183 
The Soap Creek Associates Facility discharges to Soap Creek, a tributary of the Big Horn 


River. Authorization for discharge is limited to only those outfalls specifically listed in the 
permit. 


EPA TENTATIVE DETERMINATIONS 


In accordance with Section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act, tentative determinations 
regarding the effluent limitations and other conditions to be imposed in this permit have been 
made by EPA staff. The limitations and conditions in this permit will assure that applicable 
provisions of the Clean Water Act will be protected. 


PUBLIC COMMENTS 


Public comments are invited anytime prior to 5:00 PM, MDT, April 21,2008. 
Comments may be directed to: David Rise, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 
8, Montana Office, Federal Building, 10 West 15th Street, Suite 3200, Helena, MT 59626. 


Printed on Recycled Paper 







All comments received prior to 5:00 PM, MDT, April 21,2008, will be considered in the 
formulation of any final permit determinations. 


If no objections are received within the specified period, the Regional Administrator of 
EPA, will issue final determinations within sixty-days of the date of this notice. A public 
hearing will be held if response to this notice indicates significant public interest. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 


Additional information may be obtained upon request by calling Rosemary Rowe or 
David Rise at (406)457-5000 or by writing to the address listed above. The complete application 
and related documents are available for review and reproduction at the address listed above. 


Public Notice No.: MT-08-0002 






